of the Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros, synthesizes the author's personal experiences, gathered over nearly 2 decades, on the ecology, behavior, population dynamics, and conservation challenges of R. unicornis in Nepal's Chitwan National Park. The new version is a faithful facsimile (complete with the original foreword by George B. Schaller) of the original version published in hardback form in 2003. Unfortunately, it is not an "updated" edition, and therefore it does not contain new information spanning the gap between 2003 and 2016. As such, the new version is not for those looking for the latest research findings or conservation status of R. unicornis. However, like the original, the 2016 release is more appropriately viewed as a well-written and informative introduction to the 5 living species of rhinoceroses, their evolutionary history, and foremost, as a detailed account of the groundwork, field research, philosophy, and community engagement upon which the success of the greater one-horned rhinoceros conservation program in Nepal was built.
The Return of the Unicorns is divided into 3 parts. Part I (Vanishing Mammals, Vanishing Landscapes) summarizes the rise and fall of rhinoceros diversity over evolutionary time, describes how the cultural demand for rhinoceros horn impacts the conservation of rhinoceroses in general, and introduces the reader to Nepal's Terrai zone, a low-lying strip of land at the base of the Himalayas, characterized by dramatic annual flooding of its rivers and home to Chitwan National Park and the country's main population of R. unicornis. In Part II (The Biology of an Endangered Megaherbivore), Dinerstein taps into his personal research experience and expertise to cover such topics as sexual dimorphism, population dynamics, feeding ecology, factors influencing reproductive success in R. unicornis, and (in what I found to be among the most interesting chapters) the concept of rhinoceroses as landscape architects. Finally, in Part III (The Recovery of Endangered Large Mammal Populations and Their Habitats in Asia), the author delves into the complex socioeconomical dimensions of conserving the large mammals of Asia in their native habitats. There, like so many places across the globe, humans (many living in poverty) compete with other species of large mammals for space, resources, and ultimately survival. Dinerstein emphasizes the importance of engaging local communities in conservation and fairly presents both the opportunities and limitations provided by ecotourism. Finally, he presents the vision for linking together important natural areas in India and Nepal via the landscape-scale initiative known as the "Terai Arc Project." Sadly, the reader is left to do their own research on the fate of this ambitious project post- A few notable themes stand out in this book. One is a welcome message of hope. In conservation biology, it is easy to become consumed by gloomy forecasts and the constant stream of news about biodiversity and habitat loss. However, Dinerstein and his colleagues have shown that when biologists, government agencies, and local people work together, it is possible to develop highly successful conservation programs for even the largest and most vulnerable mammals. This success serves as both a source of inspiration and as a blueprint for how such programs could be implemented elsewhere. Second, Dinerstein is a strong advocate for conserving animals in their wild habitat, and sharply critical of approaches, such as captive-breeding programs, that focus primarily on propagating and maintaining species in captivity. Rather, he argues that conservation of large mammals can only be achieved through the designation of large, interconnected areas of wild habitat that are actively protected and have the support of the government and the local people. Here too, his view is bolstered by the success of the R. unicornis conservation program in Nepal. Finally, it should be noted that Dinerstein has not been idle since 2003; he has applied lessons learned from working with R. unicornis to conservation of other large, rare mammals, most notably the tiger (Panthera tigris), and has contributed extensively to the continuing development of the Terai Arc landscape connectivity project.
In terms of literary style, Dinerstein straddles the line between academic treatise and enjoyable narrative. It is decidedly more technical than Flannery's (1998) Throwim Way Leg, Quammen's (2003) Monster of God, or even Schaller's (1994) The Last Panda. Yet, Dinerstein has managed to keep the book accessible and engaging to a relatively broad audience. Ultimately, satisfaction with the new paperback release of The Return of the Unicorns is likely to depend upon one's expectations. Obviously, this would have been a better book if it had been updated to include research and conservation developments from 2003 to 2016. On that front, it clearly falls short. However, the quality with which Dinerstein addresses such a wide range of issues related to the ecology and conservation of R. unicornis, combined with his considerable writing skills, manages to keep this book both relevant and rich, even in 2017. For that reason, I would still recommend The Return of the Unicorns as the first stop on any literary journey into the world of the greater one-horned rhinoceros, and a worthy read for anyone interested in conservation of the planet's remaining megafauna.
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